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COMMENTARY ON KINA 11

This kina is the eulogy which Jeremiah delivered in memory of King Josiah

who was killed at Meggido. King Josiah was one of the greatest and most
righteous kings of Israel, and there was none like him other than King Da-
vid. When Pharach Necho of Egypt wanted to traverse the land of Israel
in order to attack Babylonia, he asked King Josiah for permission to do so.
Jeremiah the Prophet advised him to grant Pharach Necho the permission
he requested, but King Josiah was opposed, and he ignored Jeremiah's advice.
This led to King Josiah's waging war with Egypt, and he was killed at the battle
of Megiddo (11 Chronicles 35:20-24).

This king is part of the shift in focus from the physical destruction of the
Temple. In fact, this transition began with the previous kina which, although
it dealt with hurban, described the destruction of the kehuna, the priesthood,
rather than physical destruction. This kina now turns to a eulogy for a great
yahid, an individual, King Josiah. The underlying theme of this kina is that
when we lose a great leader, it is comparable to losing the Beit HaMikdash.

’Iﬂ:'ﬁ_:JH"'T?J; WY PPN Jeremiah composed laments for Josiah. The verse in
Chronicles states, “And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah...and, behold, they
are written al hakinot, in the lamentations” (11 Chronicles 35:25). Chronicles
does not indicate which “book of kinot” is being referred to, but in the opin-
ion of our sages (Eikha Raba 4:1), the entire fourth chapter of the book of
Lamentations is the actual eulogy which Jeremiah delivered for King Josiah
(see also Rashi, Lamentations 4:1, s, Eikha yuam zahav). The description
in Chronicles continues, “and all the male singers and the female singers
spoke of King Josiah in their lamentations to this day.” The significance of
this verse is that not only Jeremiah mourned, but every important prominent
person did as well.

Why is it necessary to designate a special kina to commemorate the death
of one individual when we are so involved in retelling the destruction of the
Beit HaMikdash, the loss of our independence, and the desolation of our
entire country?! Why was it that the ruiah hakodesh, the divine spirit, told
Jeremiah that the book of Lamentations would not be complete if it did not
include a eulogy for King Josiah? The reason is that on Tisha BiAv we mourn
not only for the physical Hurban of the Beit HaMikdash, but for the Hurban
of a great man, which is as tragic as the Hurban of the Beit HaMikdash. The
book of Lamentations would not have been complete ifit contained a eulogy

11




only for Zion, but not for King Josiah. As the Gemara states, "5 yumn iz
’I.‘I"f_f'??.“_'; ma naves o7y, the death of righteous individuals is equivalent to
the burning of the House of our God” (Rosh HaShana 18b). When we lose
a great scholar or leader, it is tantamount to losing the Beit HaMikdash.

The phrase, ‘L'I"[I;Uﬁ MPANSTE2 Py W NN N7 can be interpreted in
two ways. First, the loss of a great person is just as tragic as the loss of the Beit
HaMikdash. Second, the tragedy of the loss of a great person is the cause of
hurban. In fact, both explanations are correct and can be merged into one, The
loss of a great person is just as tragic a disaster as the loss of the Beit HaMik-
dash, and it is only the prelude to hurban. Thus the murder of Gedalia ben
Ahikam, commemorated by the fast day of Tzom Gedalia, was the prelude
to the destruction of the land of Istael. Had he lived, the land of Tsrael would
have been populated by Jews, and while there would have been a galut in the
political sense, there would not have been a galut in the geographical sense.

Similarly, if King Josiah had not been killed, the Beit HaMikdash may well
not have been destroyed. If Josiah had lived and continued to reign, Joachim
would not have had a chance to engage in abominable practices and to con-
vert Judah into a pagan country (seerr Kings 23:37; 11 Chronicles 36:5 ). Josiah
inspired the people to do teshuva, and if this movement or revival and return
had continued, the Hurban would never have taken place. Thus Josiah's death
was the indirect cause of the Hurban.

‘Thus, there are three reasons why Jeremiah’s eulogy of Josiah was incor-
porated into biblical canon via the book of Larnentations. First, it teaches
us that what happens to the individual is imporant, as the Gemara states,

"Whoever saves one Jewish soul, God credits him as though he had saved
an entire world” (Sanhedrin 37a). Second, Josiah was not just an ordinary
individual, but he was a leader and teacher. As the Gemara says with ﬂ:gm‘d
to Moses, the epitome of the leader and teacher, "Moses is equal to all of
Israel” ( Midrash Tanhuma, Beshallah 10). And finally, Josiah's death was the
beginning of the Hurban. That the Beit HaMikdash still physically existed on
the Temple Mount is not important; spiritually, its destruction had begun.
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